Musselshell River McCleary channel restoration

. APPLICANT INFORMATION

FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

Alf sections must be addressed, or the application will be considered invalid
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A. Applicant Name:  Matt McCleary
Mailing Address: 22602 New Court Place Street
City: _Tomball State; TX Zip: 77375
Telephone: 406-208-0466 ~ E-mail: Mmccleary99@gmail.com

B. g:;ti::; S:erson (if different than Mike Ruggle s‘
Address: 2300 Lake Eimo Drive
City:  Billings State: MT Zip: 59105
Telephone: 46-247-2961 E-mail; mikeruggles@mt.gov
Landowner and/or Lessee

C. Name
(if different than applicant):
Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone: E-mail:

ll.  PROJECT INFORMATION

A Project ‘
Name: McCleary Channel Restoration
River, stream, or lake: Musselsheli River
Location: Township: 9N Range: 30E Section: 2

Latitude: 46.57237 Longitude: -107.91415 within project (decimal degrees)

County: Musseilshell

B. Purpose of Project:
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Upper Musselshell A ervation District

P. O. Box 201 Harlowton, Montana 59036 Ph. (406) 632-5534 x101

Mike Ruggles

Dept of Fish Wildlife and Parks
2300 Lake Elmo Drive

Billings, MT 59105

Dear Mike,

The supervisors of the Upper Musselshell Conservation District reviewed the Matt McCleary project and
would like to offer their support.

The Musselshell River has been seriously impaired by the many man-made channel changes, including
channel straightening, shortening, realignments, dikes and diversion. In the past 9 years we have been
hit by a series of floods that has added a dramatic impact on the river system. The loss of river miles
due to the 2011 is well documented. Matt McCleary’s project to reclaim the meander will help stabilize
the area and establish some length that would benefit both aquatic resources and re-establish the river
connection to the producer’s water source.

Thank you,
Bt Clonat
Bill Clements, Chairman
Upper Musselshell Conservation District
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YELLOWSTONE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

1371 RIMTOP DRIVE, BILLINGS, MT 59105 PHONE: 406.247.4420; FAX: 406.247.4416

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Fisheries Division, Future Fisheries Board
C/0 Michelle McGree

1420 E. Sixth Ave.

P.O. Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701

RE: Future Fisheries Grant Application Letter of Support for Matt McCleary and MTFWP Channel
Restoration Proposal

Dear Future Fisheries Grant Review Board:

The Yellowstone Conservation District writes this letter supporting funding for the McCleary Musselshell
River Channel Restoration proposal put forward by Matt McCleary landowner and Mike Ruggles with
FWP.

The project location is not in Yellowstone County but the YCD Board of Supervisors finds the project
very worthwhile for the Musselshell River and eastern Montana for several reasons, a few of which are
listed below:

- Very few warm water fisheries projects are applied for and funded by the Future Fisheries Board
in Eastern Montana and this is an opportunity to fund a good project;

- Very commendable and rare for a landowner to re-establish connectivity to an abandoned
channel;

- This restoration would reduce the slope of the river channel and reduce the rate of erosion
downstream. It would provide reconnection to nearly 1.5 miles of river habitat. The RATT team
included this as a viable option to restore the river and provide water to an irrigation pump and
homesite water supplies. This project has potential to improve water table conditions as the river
would have more length. It would provide habitat for sauger, catfish, and other native fish.

Please give serious consideration to fully fund this very worthwhile Future Fisheries grant application.

Cordially,

Chad Sedgwick
Chair, Yellowstone Conservation District Board of Supervisors
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Ru&cﬁ;les, Mike

From: Mike Penfold <penrodmt@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 7:43 AM

To: musselshellwc@gmail.com; Wendy.Jones@mt.nacdnet.net; DNRC Upper Musselshell CD;
Dana Lariviere; Ruggles, Mike

Subject: Musselshell Project - McCleary Channel

Mike Ruggles, MFWP

Dear Mike, We reviewed the project and it looks good. The steepening of the Musselshell River channel will not be good
for riparian zones, fisheries and will cause additional problems for landowners along the river. Our Montana supports
the project. We also encourage long term monitoring of the effectiveness of the project.

Mike Penfold, Fiield Program Director, Our Montana
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Montana Catfish Association

P.O. Box 1188 e Glasgow, MT 59230
Phone: (406) 939-0209 o bradytlaten@montanacats.com ® www.montanacats.com

Futuve Fisheries Grant Request Support Letter
5/30/19

C/0O Michelle McGree
1420 E. Sixth Ave.

P.O. Box 200701
Helena. MT 59620-0701

FOR: Matt McCleary and MTFWP Channel Restoration
Dear Future Fisheries Grant Review Board,

I write this letter, at the request of the Montana Catfish Association board of directors, supporting funding
for the McCleary Musselshell River Channel Restoration proposal put forward by the Matt McCleary
landowner and Mike Ruggles with FWP. Our organization believes that projects like these are exactly what
the legislature envisioned on assisting in 1995, when the Montana legislature passed the Future-Fisheries
Improvement Program. This public/private partnership is a PRIME example of MTFWP working with local
land owners on restoring, enhancing and protecting habitat of our native fisheries, as well as benefit local
economies.

The River Assessment Triage Team included the following proposal as a completely viable option in their
2018 site report. The opportunity to lengthen the Musselshell River channel (which has undergone extreme
changes due to 2011 flood) and slow the river is a goal we should all strive for. We feel by helping alleviate
this problem earlier, can hedge off more costly solutions down the line. Reconnecting this 1.5 miles of river,
will help reestablish a critical riffle, hole, run series which provides critical spawning habitat for numerous
native fish, as well as forage populations. With over 37 miles lost to this critical spawning habitat during the .
2011 flood, our organization feels it’s important to get out in front of this possible future environmental
tragedy. We feel this is a small but critical step that could provide an example for future projects. As stated

in the RATT “a project like this will provide a good demonstration project for actively reducing the slope in
areas of channel straightening while recovering a good, stable point of diversion”.

As an angler and sportsmen, I-(and dozens of our members) spend multiple days on the Musselshell River
annually. Trust me when I say, this body of water is a hidden gem. Many don’t know, but the Musselshell is
one of the premier Channel Catfish fisheries in the entire country. The opportunity for native fish to make
the annual migration for prime spawning habitat is unique to this body of water in our State. The number of
native species (not just Channel Catfish) that utilize the Musselshell is astounding. Please take the time to
strongly consider this project. I believe this would be great for the board to approve and join the partnership
that has been built with the goal of improving river conditions in the Musselshell River.

Sincerely,

=g

Brady Flaten
Montana Catfish Association-President -
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